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Abstract

From 27 to 31 July 2025, Odonata were observed at two localities in the Polar Ural, Russia,

near the Polyarnyy and Sob’ railway stations situated at ca 67º N. Six expected species were

recorded, including Somatochlora sahlbergi, which was very numerous. This confirms the

expectation that this species is abundant at that latitude not only on both sides of the Polar

Ural but also within the Polar Ural itself. A puzzling report of eleven additional species from

about the same localities is discussed. The northernmost record of Aeshna grandis in West

Siberia, from Labytnangi Town (66.66º N), is also reported.
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Introduction

Somatochlora sahlbergi Trybom, 1889 is considered the northernmost dragonfly species in

the word, although its rare records are known from the mountains of Siberia and the Russian

Far East up to as for southerly 49.7º N (Schröter 2011; Onishko & Kosterin 2021). Observing

this species remains a dream for many European dragonfly enthusiasts, who often visit

Lapland but rarely succeed due to unstable weather conditions. Meanwhile, four reports

from Russia indicate that the species can be common and numerous. One of them is a

southern outl ier (53.090º N, 157.880º E) situated in the stone birch parkland zone in southern

Kamchatka Peninsula (Dumont et al. 2005), while three others are from the plains on both

sides of the Polar Ural Mts, at or slightly north of the Arctic Circle: one west of the Polar Ural,

formally in Europe, in the environs of Vorkuta Town, Komi Republic (Brockhaus 2022 and

pers. comm.); and two east of the Polar Ural, formally in Asia, in the environs of Labytnangi Town,

Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Region (Haritonov 1975) and in the Tanlavayakha (Tanlovaya,

Tanlovayakha, Tanlovaegan) River at the base of the Yamal Peninsula (ca. 67.27º N, 69.02º E),

in the same region (Belyshev & Korshunov 1976) (Fig. 1). Although S. sahlbergi has been

reported from 11 localities within the Polar Ural itself (localities 14-24 in Tatarinov et al.

2015), no quantitative data or observations were provided to show whether it was as abun-

dant there as on both sides of the range. On 27-31 July 2025, I managed to visit the Polar

Ural, albeit briefly, and observe several dragonfly species, including S. sahlbergi, which was

indeed abundant as expected.

Observations

In the text below, nine-digit figures refer to my photographic observations on the iNaturalist

(2025) citizen science platform.
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Two localities were visited, both in the middle reaches of the Sob’ River, Priural’skiy District,

Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Region. The weather was sunny and warm on four days but rainy

on 28 July 2025, when a mountain valley unsuitable for dragonfl ies was visited.

Fig. 1. Localities from which Somatochlora sahlbergi has been reported (yellow) or observed

by the author (green) as abundant: 1 –environs of Vorkuta Town (Brockhaus et al. 2022

and pers. comm.), 2 – Polyarnyy station (this study), 3 – environs of Labytnangi Town

(Haritonov 1975), 4 – middle reaches of the Tanlovayakha River (Belyshev & Korshunov 1976).

Fig. 2. Swampy pond formed by a stream dammed by the railway embankment, 650 m

east of Sob’ railway station, 27 July 2025.
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The first locality was the environs of Sob’ railway station, 67.050-67.088º N, 65.504-65.562º E,

115-430 m a.s. l . , examined on 27-29 July 2025. The Sob’ River and its tributary mountain

streams lacked dragonfl ies. The only suitable dragonfly habitat was a swampy pond ca.

100 × 130 m (Fig. 2), located 650 m east of the station and formed by a small stream flow-

ing along a mountain foot and dammed by the railway embankment (67.056-67.057º N,

65.526-65.529º E, 120 m a.s. l . ), examined on 27 July 2025. The pond contained extensive

sedge stands in shallow water and was surrounded by impermeable thickets of wil low and

dwarf alder (Alnus alnobetula subsp. fruticosa (Rupr. ) Raus), with access to the water pos-

sible only near the embankment. In sedges along the banks, Coenagrion johanssoni (Wal-

Fig. 3. Tandem ofCoenagrion johann-

soni at the pond shown in Fig. 2, 27

July 2025, 308638875.

Fig. 4. Tandem (a), males (b) and a fe-

male (c) of Coenagrion hylas at the

pond near Sob’ station, 27 July 2025

(a, 308731964), and at the shallower

lake on the left bank ofthe Sob’ River

near Polyarnyy station, 29 July 2025

(b-c, 310664874, 311604452).
























