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Abstract

This paper presents the results of a study conducted on the odonate fauna in Azerbaijan,

held in 2023 and covering 40 localities in 19 districts. A total of 42 species from 9 famil ies

was recorded.

Keywords: Odonata, fauna, Azerbaijan, Crocothemis servilia, Cordulia aenea, Somato-

chlora flavomaculata.

Introduction

In 2023, we continued to investigate the dragonfly fauna of Azerbaijan. 19 districts (Lenkoran,

Lerik, Masall i , Jali labad, Bilasuvar, Agdash, Shabran, Khachmaz, Evlakh, Agjabedi, Fizuli,

Imishli, Beylagan, Siyazan, Balaken, Ismaill i , Shakhbuz, Babek, Shemakha) were surveyed,

making a total of 40 localities (Figure 1).

Material and Methods

Collection of odonate specimens was carried out from April to November. All photos were

taken by the author using Canon EOS 5D Mark I I I , with Tamron SP 90mm, F/2.8 Macro lens

and telephone Samsung Galaxy A53, under natural conditions. The identification of some spe-

cies (in particular Gomphus schneiderii Selys, 1850) was based on Dijkstra & Lewington (2006).

Specimens are deposited in the Laboratory of Terrestrial Invertebrates of the Zoological In-

stitute (Ministry of Science and Education of Azerbaijan), Baku.

Sampling sites (Fig. 1)

Lenkoran district

Loc. 1. Istisu village (N38°47'26.5" E48°44'8.4"; 9 m a.s. l.). A small pond in the vicinity of the

village, clayey banks overgrown with grass and trees close on one side (Figure 2).

Loc. 2. Dashtatyuk vil lage. (N38°40'33.21" E48°45'37.36"; 106 m a.s. l . ). A pond near the

vil lage of Dashtatyuk. We have already given a detailed description of this reservoir

earl ier (Snegovaya, 2022), so now we wil l briefly l ist some relevant habitat factors

to characterise the reservoir: it is surrounded by forest, along the edges there are reed-

beds, hawthorn (Crataegus sp.) and blackberry bushes (Rubus sp.) (Figure 3).
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Loc. 3. Azfi l ial settlement. (N38°40'54.29" E48°47'12.48"; 20 m a.s. l . ). This place has

also already been described by us earl ier (Snegovaya, 2022) (Figure 4).

Loc. 4. Narimanobad settlement, the seashore area (N38°53'2.8" E48°53'29.4"; -28 m

a.s. l . ) with small spil ls, mostly without water, sandy soil with thickets of saltwort (Sal-

sola sp.), rush (Juncus sp.) and wheatgrass (Elytrigia repens) (Figure 5).

Loc. 5. Narimanobad settlement, freshwater spills along the road (N38°52'12.5" E48°50'35.3";

-26 m a.s. l . ). A shallow spil l , with a bottom covered with herbaceous vegetation, with

Figure 1. Map of localities.

Figure 2. Lenkoran district, Istitu village, a small pond in the vicinity of the village (Loc. 1).
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dense vegetation of rush; along the banks there are dense thickets of blackberries

and rush (Figure 6).

Lerik district

Loc. 6. Gosmalyan vil lage. (N38°40'12.6" E48°22'29.1"; 1456 m a.s. l . ). A small river

Mistan passing through the vil lage, the banks are overgrown with grass, in addition,

large wil low trees (Salix sp.) grow along the river (Figure 7).

Jalilabad district

Loc. 7. Privolnoe village. (N39°07'29.4" E48°31'07.7"; 37 m a.s. l. ). A small reservoir near

a vil lage. The clayey banks and a part of the coast are occupied by a concrete dam.

Along the banks there is grassy vegetation, small areas with thickets of si lver ole-

aster (Elaeagnus commutata) and blackberries (Rubus creticus) (Figure 8).

Figure 3. Lenkoran district, a pond near Dashtatyuk village (Loc. 2).

Figure 4. Lenkoran district, Azfil ial settlement (Loc. 3).
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Figure 5. Lenkoran district, Narimanobad settlement, area on the seashore (Loc. 4).

Figure 6. Lenkoran district, Narimanobad settlement, freshwater spills along the road

(Loc. 5).

Figure 7. Lerik district, Gosmalyan village, a small river Mistan (Loc. 6).
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Loc. 8. Misharchay river near Jali labad city. (N39°12'31.4" E48°31'42.1"; 14 m a.s. l . ).

A river flowing near the city. The banks are covered with grass interspersed with quite

tall plants such as thistles (Carduus sp.). Along the river there are areas with Tamarix

(Figure 9).

Masalli district

Loc. 9. Gamo and Miyanku vil lage. (N38°53'47.4" E48°32'6"; 537 m a.s. l . ). A small river

flowing through a section of the Hyrcanian forest. There are clearings in front of the forest

part. Below is a hiking rest area (Figure 10).

Loc. 10. Reservoirs near Nazaroba vil lage (N38°53'23" E48°40'5.7"; 27 m a.s. l . ). Two

fairly large reservoirs are located near the vil lage. The banks are clayey, overgrown

with grassy vegetation and thickets of oleaster and blackberries (Figure 11).

Figure 8. Jalilabad district, Privolnoe village, a small water reservoir (loc. 7).

Figure 9. Jalilabad district, Misharchay river (Loc. 8).
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Loc. 11. A pond near Arkivan vil lage (N39°0'45" E48°38'24.9"; 22 m a.s. l . ), along the

banks there are reedbeds, various trees, mainly willow and blackberry thickets (Figure

12).

Loc. 12. Shallow pond near the Garibler vi l lage (N38°59'59.7" E48°35'59.6"; 79 m

a.s. l. ). A shallow reservoir and a spill with clayey banks and bottom, with grassy vege-

tation along the banks (Figure 13).

Loc. 13. Section of the Vilyashchay River (N38°58'48.6" E48°33'47.2"; 89 m a.s. l . ).

A river with a rocky bottom, partly passing through a forested area, partly open, with

thickets of tall grasses and shrubs (Figure 14).

Figure 10. Masalli district, Gamo, a small river flowing through a section of the Hyr-

canian forest (Loc. 9).

Figure 11. Masalli district, reservoir near Nazaroba village (Loc. 10).
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Figure 12. Masalli district, a pond near Arkivan village (Loc. 11).

Figure 13. Masalli district, shallow pond near the Garibler village Loc. 12).

Figure 14. Masalli district, section of the Vilyashchay River (Loc. 13).
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Figure 15. Masalli district, section of the Vilyashchay water reservoir (Loc. 14).

Figure 16. Masalli district, section of the Boladichay River (Loc. 15).

Figure 17. Khachmaz district, plot on the seashore near Mukhtadir village (Loc. 16).



| 9

New Odonata data from Azerbaijan 2023

IDF-Report 186

Figure 18. Khachmaz district, coastal zone near the Nabran village (Loc. 17).

Figure 19. Khachmaz district, coastal zone near the Nabran village (Loc. 17).

Figure 20. Khachmaz district, A plot of forest and a river near the Nabran village (Loc. 18).
























































