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Dragonflylndia Meet 2016
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Abstract

The third meeting of Dragonflylndia social group was organized this time in Tiyabon
Ecoresort, Gorumara National Park, Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal, India. Activities
in the framework of the meeting are briefly outlined. A list of 66 Odonata taxa recorded
during the field work is added.
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Introduction

Brief history of Dragonflylndia: Dragonflyindia as an e-community was created in 2005
on Yahoo groups. Due to change in the social media popularity the community was
moved to Facebook later in 2009. Since then the Facebook group has grown to
reach 6000+ members worldwide. Dragonflyindia meet is the annual gathering of the
wiling members and is being organized since 2014. This year the meeting was organized
in Gorumara National Park, Jalpaiguri, West Bengal (IFig. 1) on 26" to 29" August, 2016.

The 2016 meeting: 26 participants from eight states of India and one from Sri Lanka
participated in this meet (IFig. 2). The meet was held in Tiyabon Ecoresort adjacent
to the Gorumara National Park in Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal. The four days meet
featured extensive field visits to forest streams, Perennial Lakes, Flooded grassland
and crop-fields and Rivers in and around Gorumara National Park (Fig. 3-4). On
28" August there was a trip to the outskirts of Neora Valley National Park in Himalayan
foothills where we visited a hilly torrential stream (Fig. 5). Weather was overall sunny
with an average temperature range 20-35°C except two hours of heavy rain in
Samsing. Apart from the field trips there were presentations and workshop sessions.
Two presentations about general biology, field identification and odonates of West
Bengal were from the resource person’s end associated with hand on training on
specimen handling, collection, preservation and identification of odonate specimens
both in field and lab (IFig. 6-7). A special session was organized on discussion about
larval identification, larval sampling and rearing. A workshop was organized by Mr.
A. Pendharkar on popularizing Odonatology study and their conservation among
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